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HUGH COMMISSTONER, LONDON. 
Date recd, 12 noon 24,10.u0. 


MOST SECRET, 


a 
eae Turkey = U.5.8.R. 
Cripps has been told by Turkish Acbassador at Moscow 


= satisfactory interview with Molotoy on 17th 
Molotoy expressed pleasure at the thorough preparations 
n Thrace, and ho aid not think the Italians would 
reece in view of these. He reaffirmed the Soviet 
Gk vernm % # friendship and loyalty to Turkey and said Germane had 
ree ae Soviet overnment no indication whatever that they were 
aon iia. At the appropriate time the Soviet 
BEATAD explanation from the Germenc, He Stated ‘that the 
ie aot only made clear world line up of Great Britain 
=e the one side against the Axis and Japan on the other, 
D ckak, aif the pact had been made three months ago it might 
me more significance in its statement concerning partitioning 
@ into spheres of interest, but that since the check Germany had 
ease was of very little importance, No allusion was made to the 


1 of the Straits. 
BRUCE. 


‘Copy to - P.ti's Dept. 24.40.40. 


Copies to: ur. Sedgwick. 
a Bracegirdle, 
24.40.40 e 
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LG! COMMISSIONER, Gent eora August, 1940 


' 9 p.m, 
Fe LONDON, Received 24th August, 1940, 


ww 





mz Y, 
Ph we itch 4 Ambassador tas now reported on hie eonversation 
2 et Minister for Yereign Affairs regarding Greece, 
oe his view that Mussolini would not attack Greece. 
mk ador, however, asked if the Minicter for Porsign 


some indication as to how he felt about Turkey's 
un er Pie ieee ok Treaty if the questién of attac’: 
euddeniy arose, 
Aine ister for Foreign Affairs was reserved and vegue. 
ner it would not do for ‘turkey to offend Russie 
xt - with Russia had not in fact inproved, To this 
mbassa pointes out that action in support of Gresee could 
rded as an offence to Russia, 


Briedey formed the view that in the event ef Italian 
pas — make some excuse re fulfilling obligations 
le e Sand would avoid anything beyond "consultation". 
Be ctevnae, that thelr attitude might be different 
ae vhs. 


™ ton “EMORERS against Italy became marked or in the event cf 
e German failure in invasion scheme. 


; sequent communication the Ambassador. analyses fully 


ntages and disadvantages cf Turkey becoming a belligerent 


ig at the cone lugion that in present circumstances her non- 
ney: preferable, 


BRUCE. 


y sent to War Cabinet. 
Dept. Def. Co-ord. 24/8/40 
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PRIME MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT. 





- CABLEGRAM: 66/4 W 44 


FROM SEOREIARY O08 STAT? Date sent 31st Leaguver, 
£ FOR DOMINION ASRATRS, 


05 DeMe 
Received ist January, 4s: 
Ri) | 


.? i 








ular D.132. MOST SECRET, 
ne |My Cinsutae 9.251, Cr, f 
Ra a So Italian Minister for Foreipn Affairs considers it 
would be @ mistake for Alliea to declare war on Soviet Union 
ould consolidate latter's alliance with Germany. 
Italian Minister for Foreign Affairsetates that. ie 
tly advised speciel delegate of Roumanian Government 1 
ania should resist any Russian attack in which case she 


: Eieseietag to Turkish Ambassador at Bucharest, 

fer for Foreign Affairs informed the Soviet Ambassador tt 
Tu oy would not be concerned by a Hungerian attack on Roumani 
a4 “that in the event of an attack by either Germany or Bulgaria 


a vo 


- é e. 
_ ) 9 yy fx aw 
» , -—_ 
7 = . 
» s = 
7 ~® 






he would fulfil the obligations che baa undertaken and that a 
me. a Russian attack on Rowmania would be a matter of serious conc 
g ot F ej 7 ee an 


Turkey and that Turkish Government would in that event be puic 
we consideration for their national interests. 
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His ra thetdn Charge @'Affaires in turkey 

“reposts & the 2 agro at Angora on the 2nd March of 
Russo-f rk: tocol, under which the two Governments 

 frutvall agree met to increase their existing naval 
forces” tg he Black Sea or adjacent waters, nor to 
order or begin the construction of units intended to 
 dncrease those forces, without giving six months’ 
notice to the other. 


hail ‘Morgan states that this protocol is 
nentary to article 2 of the Russo-Yurkish protocol 
Dew vagiad) 1929. 


ee caer 


bay: : on tt 12th \"ebruary the fuz aoa 
Duce 9 no ) ge ty, Conciliation ani Arbitration, — 


ing the limitation of naval 
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TUBBY 


Helations with U,S.S.k, 


Despatch Irom Constantinople 22/9/27 - 





"Turko-Kussian relations ere as good as ever, but 


"Turkey will not fOterate columunist cells", 
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Sir G. Clerk to Sir John Simon.—(Received May 20.) 









0. 164.) 
Angora, May 13, 1932. 
° WITH reference to my despatch No. 154 of the 28th April last reporting 
leparture of Ismet Pasha for Russia, I have the honour to report that he 
the majority of the Turkish delegates, who accompanied him, returned to 
antino ee on the [1th instant on the Soviet steamship ‘‘ Gruzis.’’ The 
der of the Turkish eal which includes representatives of the 
stry ‘of National Econom oy, ae onging their stay in Russia in order to 
have further “opportunities: 0 aed pee profiting by Russian methods and 
_ results in the es in which they specialise 
ee ae ae sk too ae juge the results of the sepa of the President 
: sce ou etters of Yunus Nadi, who accompanied 
s lent at. and admiration for Sas cae 
and a sincere pleasure at the existence and 





d surpassing all their expectations. Other Turkish journalists show less 
enthus fm than Yunus Nadi _ They indist that the Soviet system is not suitable 






ip with Russia must not pre 
~ Enthusiasm is entirely absent from an he 
day of the return of the delegation fro ‘ 
strongly criticise Government for creating continual difficulties con 
i ot h om aera in amis, and for continuing to carry on Communist 
in’ ‘urkey. 








weg | oN be during Ismet Pasha’s stay in Russia has 
en rise to ee wes al ts his was the conclusion on the 6th May 
of an agreement given wide publicity in gon Turkish Pri in virtue of Shatin the 
Soviet ( Vv e moment will open for Turkey a credit of 8 million dollars for textile, 
sugar-refining and other machinery, to be repaid in Turkish By goods, without 
interest, in twenty years. The Soviet Government further es Turkey a 
presen te a_tractor, sthres urge and two small tanks, two motor-lorries and a 
rt # MIS. ote ist sion that the suggestion that this credit should be 
he Petey side, nadie as a hint that, although Turkey was 
engaged in flirting with Western Powers and the League, there was 
es rion for real solid friendship. My impression is encouraged 
servation of Tevfik Riigtti that it was Turkey who fixed the limit of 
3 million dollars, for the Russians were + caves to give a much bigger sum. 
4 ree en =e the credit wn ease a ae cpa: mere a 
a e budget, as it will save Tur y payin or material w 
ecu | | fo have Sram met out of revenue, and it - ssible that both 
Russia and Turkey hope that it will avert the calamity of Turkey's applying to to 
Paris for a loan. I have even heard it suggested that the desire of Turkey to 
enter the League of Nations is not unconnected with the hope of obtaini 
loan on less irksome conditions than those which France may offer. In is 
connexion, it is possibly significant that Saracoglu Sukru Bey, who was reported 
to have been on the point of singly for Paris, some two or t ree weeks ago, has, 
‘on one pretext or another, off his journey and, when Ismet Pasha returned 
from Russia, was still in Turkey, doubtless for the purpose of learning the 
decisions at which Ismet Pasha had arrived on the conclusion of his Russian tour. 
5. The effect of the credit remains to be seen. It is fairly clear that Turkey, 
which is postponing payment for the war and railway material supplied to it 
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« THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIG MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 
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TURKEY. | November 9, 1931. 
CONFIDENTIAL, Section 3. 


| E 5545 /1234/44 | No. 1. Leda 
Sir G. Clerk to the Marquess of ince tee November 9.) 


(No. 361. Confidential.) 

“My Lord, pyar I bears 1, 1931. 

A MY despatches Nos. 353 and 358 of the 2ath here the 1st November 

have recorded the outward form of the official visit of the Soviet Peioerl for 

‘Foreigi Affairs to Turkey. The inner cian of the event is harder to set forth. 
‘Tan only give a Eaters impression, which is that M. Litvinoff has gone 


; Lae rather annoyed than otherwise. 
2. Although a visit this autumn was vaguely arranged last March, I am 


| - confident that it only became a certainty—from the Russian side, a 
| ecessit a the striking reception given to the Earl of Athlone and Her 
oth lighne incess Alice in April; and, as a counter-blast, it has fallen 
netly flat. True, the press has paid its full meed of lip-service, but no 
: arti: er could describe the general attitude as other than hetic. 
If I wanted poles of this, I had it half an hour ago, when I was listening 
the Gazi op - the first session of the Fourth Grand National Assembly. 
- His Excellency’s warm allusion to the visit of M. Litvinoff and to Turkey's 
- “ grande amie,’’ Soviet Russia, was listened to in complete silence by the Deputies, 
, _ normally Fa too eager to take the Gazi’s signal for a storm of handeclaps. 

y | 3. Again, I have reason to believe that M. Litvinoff expressed considerable 
al of Turkey's flirtation with the League of Nations and received a 
y that was far from satisfying him, while, in one instance, of a direct proposal 
ely, dre Dies should close the Dardanelles if Russia were at war—I 
am told 1 a good source that hp met with a direct refusal. Lastly, the general 
l\election at home certainly threw a shadow over the occasion, at least so far as 
M. Litvinofi was concerned. My Swedish colleague, who was for years in 
Moscow and in close personal relations with M. and Mme. Litvinoff, told me that 
the latter, evidently echoing her husband, called the election a tragedy for Russia, 
and he also said that M. Litvinoff, whom he saw off on Friday, left here depressed 
and i in a bad temper. I should in justice add that M. Heidenstam found 
Litvinoff very troubled about the condition of things i in Russia, so that his 
depression may not have been entirely due to disappointment with the visit to 

\ngora, but it is probably equally true that he found | ittle here to cheer him u 

4. “By what I have written above I do not wish to convey that there has 
serious weakening of the friendship between Russia and Turkey. What 1 
[tints happened fies been that M. Litvinoff has learnt that Turkey is definitely 

| joc ay leading-strings, and that he does not like it. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador at 


T have, &ce. 
GEORGE R. CLERK. 


316 i—3] 


t 
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September 2, 1929. 





SECTION 2. 


No. 1. 


, Constantinople, August 29, 1929. 
despat 9th July last I had the honour to report upon 
‘kish relations i pon the Turkish attitude to communism in Turkey. 
The prosecution at Smyrna of yarious Communists which I then mentioned has, as I 
anticipated, led to comparatively light sentences, some seventeen persons being con- 
-demned to terms of imprisonment not agin, aba and a half years each, They 
, 4pplied for a reversal of this sentence, but the Court of Cassation proved inexorable. 
_ 2. Early last month the Turks found another reason for being irritated with 

the Bolsheviks. Under the cry of ‘‘ Smash the old idols,” a movement started amon 
the students at Constantinople which seemed at first the perennial treading of youth 
in the heels of age, and took the fairly harmless form of fe ae ts men who have 
hitherto passed as the national poets of Turkey—Abdul Hak Hamid, Mehmed Emin, 
and Yakub Kadri, the latter of whom had injudiciously uttered the opinion that the 
youth o: ‘Turkey to-day were not worth their salt. The authorities took a serious view 
“the incipient movement. They sent Mehmed Emin, Yakub Kadri and other 
ac down from Angora to confer with the students. In the result the 
































en s agreed that those who fostered the movement were Communists and persons 
out love of country, and order was restored in the students’ union, which the 
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3. The incident gave a ee the tendency of the press to criticise the Russian 
attitude. The “Ikdam” said that the incident might not mean Communist propa- 
, but that the ground was certainly being prepared for an attack on the security 

1e State. The “ Jumhuriet ” attempted to pour water on the flames by recalli 
t boys would be boys, and reverting to the polemics of the “ Prayda ” it remar 
the grand fact was Turco-Russian friendship. But, it continued, Turks did not 
erfere in Russian affairs any more than Russians were entitled to interfere in 
affairs; Turks did not say the Soviet régime was barbaric, and Turks did 
plain if Russia entered into negotiations with Western capitalists. Shortly 
ifterwards a leading article in the semi-official “ Milliet” replied to the “Izvestiya’s” 
_ assertion that certain forces in Turkey were trying to separate Russia and Turkey 
so as to force Turkey into the arms of capitalist Europe. The “ Milliet’s”’ answer 
was that Turco-Russian friendship was a fact, that it thanked the “ Izvestiya” for 
nting out the pitfall, but that a distinction must be drawn between honest colla- 
ration by capital and unfair exploitation. Russia herself invited the former. 
sey could be relied on to defend herself from the latter. On the 9th of this month 
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sham,” a paper usually well enough disposed to Russia, contained an article 
‘against communism in general and denouncing it in Russia as synonymous 








4. Of all the articles which irritation with the Bolsheviks has produced the 
most remarkable is an outburst from the pen of Hamdullah Subhi Bey, taking up the 
text of smashing idols. Once Minister of Education at Angora and still a leader of 
opinion there, he can be taken as saying what Angora really thinks, and having no 
position more official than that of president of the Turkish “ O jak " organisation he 
cannot easily form the subject of official remonstrances from Moscow. His article 
seems to me so significant that I append a translation of certain passages.* — While 

| anxious no doubt to maintain her alliance with a Russia which she knows she need 





not fear, Turkey is fully aware of the meaning of communism within Russia and of 
the activities of communism in Turkey. 
i? a I have, &e 

GEORGE R. CLERK. 


Ee 
* Not printed. 
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